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BUSINESS & MINING

S&P GOLD 6232.3

S&P METALS 4247.8

&P 300 4393.7

S&P 200 4400

S&P ENERGY 14,508.1

POMEGRANATES are the key

A full-time mother, Ms Oatey
sells her products wholesale from
five outlets in Kalgoorlie, working
from home and occasionally
travelling to capital cities for pro-
motion and product ideas.

Her new business, Essential
Stuff endeavours to forge its own
path in the lucrative skin care in-
dustry by being completely natu-
ral and more importantly aimed at
fighting the signs of ageing in skin.

Pomegranates are one of the
main ingredients in her skin care
range, with properties shown to
help

Ms Oatey moved from Sydney
to Kalgoorlie-Boulder two years
ago and began by making her own
skincare products because she
found the products in the market
too expensive to buy.

She said it was her mother who
suggested she start packaging her
products and selling it at markets.

“It’s always important to sell
something unique and a mentor [
had said I needed to stand out so I
started to focus on making anti-
ageing, all natural skin care prod-
ucts,” she said.

“From what I gather Essential
Stuff is the only Australian skin
care range that is non-toxic, ani-
mal cruelty free and made from all
natural products,”

“My goal was really to educate
women that there is a better nat-
ural product out there without
having to pay a fortune for.”

Essential Stuff is sold at the
Australian Prospector and Miners

Pomegranates are Essential Stuff

Essential Stuff: local businesswoman Marie Oatey with her all
natural anti-ageing skincare range. Photo: SUPPLIED

Hall of Fame, Boulder Beauty
Care, Kalgoorlie Beauty, Kal-
goorlie Visitor Centre and Paul
Robson  Guardian  chemist,
according to Ms Oatey.

She hopes to roll out her prod-
uct lines in more than 20 stores in
Perth as well as expand into mak-
ing lip balms.

LETICIA QUINTANA

Market expects subdued Leighton outlook

LEIGHTON Holdings is expected
to post strong annual profit growth
when it reports on Monday, but the
market will be focused on its out-
look for the domestic construction
industry.

The construction giant has fore-
cast a net profit for the year to June
30 of more than $600 million, and
analysts expect that target to be met,
with about a 37 per cent rise from
the previous year’s $440 million.

Revenue is forecast to be around
$18.5 billion.

Leighton’s contract mining ser-
vices are likely to be a major positive
in the results, due to the strength of
that sector in Australia and the com-
pany’s expansion into Asian mining

projects. Leighton has announced
new contracts and contract exten-
sions worth $5.684b since it report-
ed its third quarter results, and
much of that has come from mining
projects in Mongolia and port
expansions in India.

But the amount of construction
work taking place in Australia will
be a point of interest, as chief exec-
utive Wal King has repeatedly fore-
cast government infrastructure
spending to fuel the sector for years
to come.

The market will be keen to see evi-
dence of that spending coming to
fruition in Leighton’s results.

Intelligent Investor’s Greg Hoff-
man said construction is likely to

take a back seat to Leighton’s
mining work.

“We're going to see a slowdown in
government spending, but a pick-up
on the mining side. So we’ll see how
those two marry up,” he said.

“We’ll see less coming through
from government spending and
more from their mining side, espe-
cially international mining.”

A gradual drop in Leighton’s
share price since April shows the
market has lowered its expectations
for the company in 2010-11, Mr
Hoffman said. “The market has al-
ready voted and said the outlook is
going to be subdued,” he said.

Leighton shares were down one
cent to $28.90 yesterday.

THE stock market finished more than
one per cent higher, led by gains in the
mining and energy sectors, as investors
took the previous day’s decline as a buy-
ing opportunity.

The benchmark S&P/ASX200 index
closed up 58.7 points, or 1.33 per cent, at
4459.6 points, while the broader All
Ordinaries index gained 58.5 points, or
1.32 per cent, to 4480.9 points.

On the Sydney Futures Exchange, the
September share price index contract
was 72 points higher at 4429 points, with
34,574 contracts traded.

Cameron Peacock, market analyst for
1G Markets, said the materials sector was
the standout performer, surging 2.2 per
cent higher.

“Heavyweights BHP Billiton and Rio
Tinto, which had both been heavily sold
down in recent days, ended 1.9 per cent
and 2.3 per cent firmer respectively while
Fortescue Metals also rebounded by 2.8
per cent,” he said.

BHP Billiton finished up 76 cents at
$40.40, Rio Tinto closed $1.61 firmer at
$71.43 and Fortescue Metals Group end-
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success in natural skin care prod- o O g % The spot price of gold in Sydney was
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from Thursday’s local close of
$US1201.05.

Newcrest, which is slated to release its
full-year results on Monday, closed 85
cents, or 2.51 per cent, higher at $34.70,
while its takeover target Lihir Gold was
up 10 cents, or 2.38 per cent, at $4.31.

In the banking sector, Commonwealth
Bank was up 78 cents at $51.48, Westpac
was 31 cents higher at $22.52, National
Australia Bank had added 13 cents to
$23.87 and ANZ had put on eight cents
at $22.18.

Making headlines on Friday, Africa-
focused miner Equinox Minerals
announced a return to profit, with higher
copper production and lower costs in the
first half of 2010. Its shares were up 15
cents, or 3.11 per cent, at $4.98.

Telstra shares were still suffering yes-
terday after the telco’s weak profit results
on Thursday. Its shares ended down two
cents softer at $2.92, despite claims yes-
terday it had struck a deal to offload its
interest in a Chinese property website for
around 63 per cent more than it paid for
it four years ago.

The most traded stock by volume was
Telstra, with 206.43 million shares worth
$597.1m changing hands.
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